May 2010

Greetings in Christ Jesus our Lord,

= = If you missed Holy Week and
Pastor Easter Sunday you missed a num-
ber of terrific worship experiences.
Both the Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday services were especially mean-
ingful and thought provoking. Our
Easter celebrations were truly wonder-
ful with beautiful spring flowers sur-
rounding the altar, filling the “flower
cross” in the courtyard and holding the
egg hunt outside in glorious weather.
The Voices in Praise at the 8:30 ser-
vice and the Chancel Choir at the
10:45 service outdid themselves. I'll
leave you to judge how the sermon
was; you can listen to it on the church
website if you missed it. Our atten-
dance exceeded that of last year. Eve-
ryone seemed to have entered into the
season of resurrection with the echo of
Hallelujah in their ears and on their
hearts.

As | write this article the Easter song
“Every Morning is Easter Morning” re-
verberates in my soul. It reminds me
that each “today” is a day of resurrec-
tion. Today is a day we celebrate Je-
sus’ new life. As we walk and talk and

live each day we can live it knowing
that as Christ is alive we too are alive
by the power of God.

Each Sunday is also a day to cele-
brate, as a community of faith, the
promises of Jesus’ resurrection. Each
Sunday our music groups, liturgists,
and others inspire us to live out our
resurrection faith. Every Sunday is a
day we can be renewed in that resur-
rection.

| am encouraging each of you to con-
tinue to set aside time on Sunday
mornings and come, worship and be
inspired. The energy and effort that
went into making Holy Week and
Easter as special as it was doesn't
happen just once a year but each and
every Sunday. Each and every Sunday
Jesus is there waiting to join with us in
the celebration of God'’s great love.
Let's make it a priority to start our week
with God.

In Christ’'s Name and in the Power of
His Resurrection,

Pastor Bob



. Remember Please pray this week for our members: Barbara Bates,
RN n Gladys Bierce, Ray Bierce, Catherine Carroll, Tyler Carroll,
A g 4 Pmyer Cathy Cimorelli, Blanche Cole, Janet Croushore, Margarette
S Dillinger, Eric Eichenhofer, Jean Glass, Gretchen Gould, Emily
Griess, Pam Harris, Dana Jones, Danny Jones, Nancy Matzek,
Pat Taylor and Phyllis and Bob Wagner.

Please keep friends of our church in your prayers: Kelvin Arden, Irene
Feller, Tim Hart, Scott Kammerzell, Hans Mueller, Diane Platt-Keil, Alma Pugliese
and Judy Pugliese. To renew names on the prayer lists, call the Church Office
(452-2933) by the third Sunday of each month.

Gertrude E. Manna passed away on March 22. Our deep-
'*j est sympathy to all who knew her.

A big thank you to Peg Kilmer and Gretchen Gould who redesigned Palm Sunday ban-
ners for our church. Also behind the scenes were Pam Terwilliger sewing and children
gluing some of the pieces of the banners together during the Advent supper. It was pur-
posely planned that banners would be designed and cut out, but enough left undone so
that the children could help to construct them. Many hands helped to make them beauti-
ful. Thanks to all.

The Worship Committee

The Columbia-Dutchess- Last month | had extensive

A big THANK YOU to Putnam District office of the knee surgery which has
Dan Jones and John Eastern Star would like to really slowed me down.
Bisson for helping out  ihank all those who helped Recovery will be slow with
with the Spring High- with our dinner on March 13. physical therapy. | am back
way Clean-Up pro- We have received many com- on my feet and slowly re-
ject; the next clean- pliments from all over the gaining strength in my knee.
up is scheduled for state about how good it was. | thank you for all of your
Saturday May 29, We know it was a lot of work prayers and thoughts and
2010 at 8:00AM. and we truly appreciate it. offers for help throughout

this ordeal.
Nancy Matzek



United Methodigt Women

** |s there a program that interests you?? Do you wantto meet our PUMC
members who are speaking??  You are not obligated to remain for the busi-
ness meeting. Each meeting begins with the program, followed by refresh-
ments — then a business meeting. ( 7pm_for Friendship Circle, 1 pm for Wesley

Circle) Everyone is welcome!

it

Wesley Circle meeting on Wednesday, May 26, at Interfaith Towers, Washington
Street, Poughkeepsie. at 1 p.m. Mary Scileppi, Property Manager, at the senior
apartment complex will be our speaker. She will share information about the resi-
dency program there. Car pooling from the church will be available

May 12 - UMW/Christian Moms Luncheon

May 21 - Mother-Daughter Dinner

Notes on Praise

Savior, He can move the
;}, mountains!

i Our God is mighty to save...He
is mighty to save.
Forever, Author of Salvation...
our God is mighty to save...He is mighty
to save!

Shine your Light and let the whole world
see.

We're singing for the glory of the risen

King!

We sang these words on Easter Sunday,
but they are good for us to remember
every day. OUR GOD IS MIGHTY TO
SAVE!

VIP’s will be moving to summer schedule;
we cease Wednesday evening rehearsals
and rehearse before service on Sundays.

This might be a good time for you to come

and sing with us. We are always thankful
for new people who add their voices of

praise as we lead worship, but especially
in the summer, when so many are travel-

ing.

Joyful Ringers will also be breaking for
the summer. When we resume in the fall,
we will once again be happy to receive
new members, who come with experi-
ence, or a desire to learn.

Please contact Anne at (845) 462-5582,
or by email at bobeepbeep@hotmail.com
for information about any of these minis-
tries.

Serving for the glory of the risen King!
Anne Ciraulo

Worship/Music Leader
Handbell Director



From the Church Liaison
for
Love In the Name of
Christ

Mid-Hudson Love INC
Love In the Name of Christ

The 2" Annual Cookie Walk fund-raiser
on Saturday, March 27 was a success!
God provided our ministry with approxi-
mately $2,800 through this event. Thank
you all who baked cookies and worked at
the event. Thank you all who purchased
cookies. Thank you also to Poughkeep-
sie United Methodist Church for hosting a
prayer room during the Cookie Walk and
to all who stopped by and prayed for the
needs of Love INC. Please continue to
pray for God’s abundant financial provi-
sion for the needs of this ministry. From
what | heard, Love INC really enjoyed us-
ing our church. Way to go all!!l Thanks
so much for your help with the Cookie
Walk.

You may call Love INC directly at 471-
0102, talk with me or e-mail me directly at
nmatzek@verizon.net.

SECOND ANNUAL AUCTION
JUNE 5, 2010
Mid-Hudson Love INC Partner Churches
are invited to donate items for the Auction
and Silent Auction Fundraiser. Suggested
items to donate for the auction include:
Tickets to sporting events, NYC or
local theaters, Bardavon events
Gift certificates/cards ($25 to $50)
for restaurants or stores

Handmade quality crafts
Graduation gifts, Father’s Day gifts
Service offered by an individual or
business such as music lessons,
catering a dinner, tutoring a student
on a particular subject, etc.
Collectibles (coins, dolls, etc.)
Costume, silver, or gold jewelry
Theme baskets (movies, car,
games, food, spa, pet, etc.)

Small Items of Furniture in excellent
condition

Contact Bill Brunsvold, Mid-Hudson
Love INC Board member and Auction
Committee Chairperson, at 462-0396 to
contribute at item or service, obtain more
information or to volunteer. A tax deducti-
ble receipt will be provided for your contri-
bution.

Mid-Hudson Love INC Partner Churches
are also invited to provide musical
groups for entertainment during the Si-
lent Auction. We would like one small
group ensemble from each church to be
included. This ensemble could be vocal-
ists, string ensembles, musical instrumen-
talists, soloists or some other type of tal-
ent. We encourage you to involve your
youth. The ensemble would perform for 5
to 10 minutes. Please submit a brief de-
scription of the performance for review
and potential acceptance to Bill Bruns-
vold, bbrunsvold@aol.com. or call Bill for
more information at 462-0396.



Sat, May 1
8:30 am Men’s Breakfast

Sun, May 2
10:00 am Bridge Builders
4:00 pm Youth Band
5:00 pm Prayer for Mission
6:00 pm Youth Fellowship

Mon, May 3
7:00 pm Visitation

Tues, May 4
9:00 am Bible Study
7:00 pm Trustees

Wed, May 5
7:30 am Prayers
5:00 2nd Hand Rose Dinner
7:00 pm Education
7:15 pm VIP’s

Thurs, May 6
3:00 pm Collate Bulleti
7:00 pm Choir

Fri, May 7
11:00 am Bible Study
7:00 pm TGIF

Sat, May 8
8:30 am Men’s Breakfast
9:00 am Vida Nueva

Sun, May 9
1:00 pm Sandy’s Share Gr
6:00 pm Youth Fellowship

Mon, May 10
4:00 pm 2nd Hand Rose

May Calendar

Tues, May 11
9:00 am Bible Study

7:00 WOW Book Club @Jean

Foster's

Wed, May 12
Journey Deadline
7:30 am Prayers

12:15 am UMW!/Christian Moms

7:15 pm VIP’s

Thurs. May 13
3:00 pm Collate Bulletin
7:00 pm Choir

Fri. May 14
11:00 am Bible Study

Sat, May 15
8:30 am Men'’s Breakfast

Sun, May 16
10:00 am Bridge Builders
2:00 District Conference
4:30 pm Youth Band
5:00 pm Prayer for Mission
6:00 pm Youth Fellowship

Mon, May 17

Tues, May 18
9:00 am Bible Study

Wed, May 19
7:30 am Prayers
7:00 pm Friendship Circle
7:15 pm VIP’s

Thurs, May 20
3:00 pm Collate Bulletin
7:00 pm Book Club
7:00 pm Choir

Fri, May 21
8:00 am Collate Journey
11:00 am Bible Study

5:00 pm Mother/Daughter Banq

Sat, May 22
8:30 am Men’s Breakfast

11:00 am Youth Service Prac.

12:00 pm W.O.W. Shower

Sun, May 23
Youth Services
1:00 pm Sandy’s Share Gr

Mon, May 24

Tues, May 25
9:00 am Bible Study

Wed, May 26
7:30 am Prayers
12:15 Christian Mom
7:00 pm Wesley Circle
7:15 pm VIP’s

Thurs, May 27
3:00 pm Collate Bulletin
7:00 pm Choir

Fri, May 28
11:00 am Bible Study

Sat, May 29
8:00 am Highway Cleanup
8:30 am Men'’s Bkft

Sun, May 30
10:00 am Bridge Builders
6:00 pm Youth Fellowship

Mon, May 31



WOW! We collected 54 pints! Thank you!

Praise the Lord! We collected one more pint
of blood than at our summer blood drive.
Isn’t that just like God! An amazing 52 do-
nors gathered on Good Friday, many who
were just passing by and saw the sign. This
number of donors far exceeded our expec-
tations, and so we want to especially thank
all of you for being patient while the Blood
Center staff tried to keep up with the crowd.
Since we are now proven high performers,
future blood drives will have additional staff
to greatly reduce the waiting time.

A huge thank you to Stop & Shop, Adams,
Holy Cow and Dr. Eric Ashburn, who sup-
ported our blood drive with door prize gift
cards and coupons.

Thanks to the Missions Committee, the
sign-up crew, all the young people who
donned the Blood Drop costume, the cookie
bakers, the escorts, the canteen crew, the
Team Blood Drive Cheerleaders, Timothy

and Pastor Bob, Nancy DeCarlo, Nancy
Marrine, and Bob Ciraulo. Thanks to anyone
else who has helped that | may have ne-
glected to mention. This was a great effort,
with a GREAT result! We have potentially
helped to save the lives of 162 people.
Praise the Lord!

| encourage you to continue to take the ini-
tiative and mark your calendars for your
next donation date. It was written on the pa-
per handed to you by the Blood Center
nurses. There are lots of local opportunities
to give blood. Check out nybloodcenter.org
for locations and to schedule an appoint-
ment. And then, keep that appointment,
knowing that you may be saving someone’s
life.

Thank you all! It was a blessing to greet
each one who came to gift the precious gift
of life! May God bless each of you!

Sincerely, Anne Ciraulo

Members on Mission
We are excited to tell you that we are going
to Burundi! This June, for three weeks, Ro-
saura, Gabriela and Don Andujar-McNeil will
be doing short-term missions work with Paul
and Rebecca Mosley. Our visit will serve
many purposes including helping Mennonite
Central Committee partners in the region,
and serving as an advocate for the work of
Paul and Rebecca to friends and family.

We would like to share this experience with
you and feel a strong need for your support.

Will you help send us to Burundi? We have
many needs including financial, prayer and
logistical help. If you are interested in part-
nering in this work, please let us know. We
will also be contacting people individually for
support. To find out how you can be a part
in this effort, please give us a call or email
us. Thank you for considering this opportu-
nity.

Don & Rosaura Andujar-McNeil
(914) 734-2654
mcneid@alum.rpi.edu




HEALING
PRAYER Opportunities for prayer:

CORNER _
MAY 2010 1. Every Holy Communion Sunday dur-

ing and after both services. There is
a team in the back of the sanctuary
waiting to pray for you after Com-
munion and there is a team just
down the hall, second room on the
left (follow the signs).

The Healing Prayer Team of Poughkeepsie
UMC invites you to come for prayer anytime
you would like. Is there a loved one you
are concerned about? Is there a broken
relationship that needs prayer? Is there an
ongoing medical condition that needs _
prayer? Is there a friend or co-worker you 2. Every Sunday between services,
would like to pray for? Come....and see 9:45a.m. to 10:30 a.m., you are in-
what God does. Something ALWAYS hap- vited to come to receive prayer in
pens when we pray. Things usually happen Room 34,_upsta|rs, last room on left.
more slowly but don't doubt that God is at Just drop in.

work! _ _
3. Just about anytime by calling to set

up an appointment for prayer. (The
Church Office or Frances Thomp-
son-Gee, 462-2468; fran-
ces.tgee@gmail.com). We'd love
for you to call!

We plan to offer a Level | School of Healing
Prayer Training in the summer when your
schedules are a bit more relaxed and we
would like to invite YOU to join. You don't
have to join the Healing Prayer Team to
come to the training. We would encourage
all of you to learn more about God and
healing through the training.

FROM THE May 2nd Brahms REQUIEM pre-
ORGAN BENCH sented by Camerata Chorale and Ulster
Choral Society with the Bach Festival Or-
Spring blessings! Time chestra, Lee Pritchard, Conductor

for renewal and beginnings. So here are
some important May Music and Worship May 23th YOUTH SERVICE! Al-
dates to mark on your calendars. ways a very exciting worship when our
youth lead the congregation in worship. Be
May 1st BENEFIT CONCERT sure to support them in their wonderful ef-

FOR HAITI see page of the Journey or all ~ forts.
the information on this opportunity.




YOUTH NEWS:

Preparations for our
Youth Service are in full-
swing! It has been an
exciting month as we've seen the youth
share ideas and pouring themselves in to
all the preparations. We’re not sure quite
how we'll fit them all on stage but we are
blessed that we can help them grow and
share a great message about the Power
of Prayer with friends and family! The
greatest part of it all is that we have been
soaking our preparations in prayer, to-
gether as a youth group, for the Youth
service. Please join us in this endeavor!

In April, we also hosted a bunch of youth
bands at “Fuel the Fire: Battle of the
Bands” to raise funds for our summer
missions. This was also an opportunity
for us as a youth group to welcome many
new people and to reach out to those
who wouldn’t normally come to church.
Although some of our leaders came
armed with earplugs, it was a great event
for a worthy cause!

Our youth group also served the home-
less in New York City as part of the
monthly service/outreach event. | think it
is so important for our young people to be
exposed to the harsh reality of life many
people live in every day. God appeals to
us to be his hands and feet - to reach out
and love on people in need. It is truly
powerful when our youth selflessly reach
out. We are also looking forward to
Bridge Builders Youth Camp — hosted by

PUMC youth group — where youth from
all over our community will be serving the
needs right here in Poughkeepsie.

Please pray for:

1. Youth Service and preparations

2. Our mission trips in the summer —
M-Fuge, Mexico and Bridge Builders

3. The faith of our youth to go deeper
4. For our teens to develop a passion
to see their friends and communities im-
pacted by the love and message of Jesus
Christ

5. Our wonderful leaders to continue
to be refreshed and encouraged as they
serve the Lord so faithfully

UPCOMING EVENTS:

STOCK SALE: During the month of
May, our youth will be selling “Stock” Cer-
tificates — a great way for you to invest in
the lives of our teens and to support them
in the summer missions activities! Please
look out for them on Sundays in between
church services.

FLEA MARKET: The annual Com-
munity Flea Market will be happening on
June 5. We are looking for vendors!
Please contact Katie Sanchez for details.
We will ONLY be accepting donations for
the Rummage Sale starting on May
23", We will post a list of accepted items
in mid-May. All donations are to be left on
the stage in the Fellowship Hall. Please
DO NOT begin dropping off donations
until then!



May 2 SUN Y outh Fellowship: Answering the hard questions about faith
with Rev. Mark Mast and Pastor Bob
May. 7 FRI TGIF - Lock-in! Practice and preparefor Youth Service
May 9 SUN Hang out night (Mother’s Day)
May. 15 SAT Mexico meeting @ 4pm
May 16 SUN Y outh Fellowship 6-8pm
May. 22 SAT Final Practice for Youth Service 11lam - 4pm
May 23 SUN YOUTH SERVICE 9:30 & 10:45 services
(No youth fellowship)
May. 30 SUN Youth Fellowship  6-8pm

Dealing with Alzheimer’'s
"Understanding Memory Loss and the
Art of Communication”

May 19, 2010 at 7:00 PM in The
Fellowship Hall of Poughkeep-
sie United Methodist Church

Our presenter will be:
Meg Boyce Director of Pro-
grams & Services for the Alz-

heimer’'s Association.

She will provide information on signs,
symptoms, and when to seek a doc-
tor’s help. She will also offer informa-
tion on techniques for communicating
with people who are fairly advanced

The presentation will be approximately
1 hour 30 minutes There will be time
for questions. Refreshments will be
available.

You are invited to a Wedding Shower

For: Alicia Thompson-Gee
When: Saturday, May 22
Where: PUMC Fellowship Hall
Given By: Women of the Word (WOW)

Please join us as we celebrate the upcom-
ing marriage of Alicia and Paul Seling. Sign
up in Fellowship Hall on May 2, 9, and 16

Mother-Daughter Dinner

The annual Mother-Daughter Dinner held
by Wesley Circle will be Friday evening,
May 21, at 6 p.m. There will be entertain-
ment and our Woman-Of-The-Year Award
will be presented. Please sign up for din-
ner reservations between services in Fel-
lowship Hall on the following Sun-

days: May 2, May 9 and May 16. For
more information or questions, call Wanda
Traver 471-1344.



Bridge Builders

Since this is a local alternative to our M-
Fuge Philadelphia and Mexico Outreach
mission trips, Bridge Builders brings the
opportunity for outreach and a mission
experience not only to students, but also
to any member of our church. We still
have many needs that could be filled by
someone with just an hour to offer, some-
one who could provide a vehicle for trans-
portation, someone to help serve a meal,
or all the way to someone spending the
entire five days with us.

Jesus Christ continues to count on us to
go out and serve and love and touch peo-
ple's live with His power as His disciples. If
you could serve in any way with Bridge
Builders, please contact me asap.

Bob Ciraulo
gospelfool@hotmail.com/845-462-5582

Spend 5-days and 4-nights with other
youth to make a difference in our commu-
nity! You will be exposed to real needs
and have the opportunity to be an agent of
Jesus’ love-in-action throughout the Mid-
Hudson Valley!

Save The Datel

Bob and Francis Thompson-Gee invite out entire
church family to celebrate the marriage of out
daughter, Alicia Thompson-Gee to Paul Seling.
Save the date of Saturday afternoon, July 31 for

a reception in their honor at Poughkeepsie

United Methodist Church. (The happy couple

will be married in Ohio on July 2.)

Bridge Builders includes:

Daily outreach and service to local
sites within the Poughkeepsie area

Community, Fellowship and Fun!

Going deeper with God through
worshipping together

Guest speakers and music worship
band

Bible study and devotion time
Special activities and free time

Supervised outdoor camping in
tents (provided) at PUMC

Applications available at PUMC and on
the website:
www.pumcyouthfellowship.org
Deadline to Poughkeepsie UMC office
May 31 with $70 deposit For more info,
please contact Bob Ciraulo: (845)462-
5582 or gospelfool@hotmail.com

Vacation Bible School
July 12 - 16, 2010
Ages 4 through 5th grade

ward to another great week at VBS.

(Older youth participate as counselors)

Contact Marcy Conners for more informa-
tion or to volunteer. We are looking for-




Every organization has at its core, a dedi-
cated group of people, men and woman
who work to ensure the minutiae of eve-
ryday tasks are done and done

well. PUMC is blessed with many such
individuals. One of PUMC's long tenured
employee’s is our Bookkeeper Joe

Olah. In fact, Joe started as PUMC
Bookkeeper in January 1995.

In addition to PUMC Bookkeeper, Joe is
active in our Church Community and the
larger Poughkeepsie and Dutchess
County community. Joe serves as Chair-
man of the Harriet Tubman Academic
Skills Program Board of Directors and
serves as a member of the Community
Action Agency Board of Directors.

As bookkeeper, Joe enters the weekly
offerings, automatic deposits and ex-
penses into a software package to pro-
vide the data for Curtis Vincent, Finance
Committee Chair, to then run his monthly
reports to help keep our PUMC finances
balanced and on track. Curtis says “Joe
is easy to work with and very accommo-
dating.” Joe writes the checks for Pastor
Bob to pay the bills. In short, Joe is a
vital cog in the behind the scenes ma-
chinery that keeps Our PUMC humming
along efficiently and effectively. So when
you stop by the Church and see Joe
working in the office, or at the 10:45 Sun-
day Service, please stop by and say
thank you Joe for 15 years of service to
Poughkeepsie United Methodist Church.

SPR

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE FOR
TRADITIONAL SERVICE

If you attend the 2nd service, the time will
be changed during the months of July and
August. The service will begin at 10:15
NOT 10:45! ALSO there will be One cof-
fee service between the services rather
than two coffee services after each wor-
ship service.

The Worship committee has decided to try
this for a couple of reasons. In the sum-
mer, it gets hot in the church, many people
would like to get out of church earlier,

there is a lot of free time because there are

no Sunday school classes, it would give
the people attending the two services a

chance to mingle, and it would give the
Hostess committee a chance to get
out earlier in the summer.

This is atemporary change for this
summer only.

DO YOU HAVE AN INTERESTING
COMMUNION EXPERIENCE?

The Worship Committee would like to
gather interesting stories from the
congregation and put them together for
World Communion Sunday. If you have an
interesting experience, please send it to
kathrine.betz@bluecollarobjects.com or
drop it in the worship mail box



“It doesn’'t say where the fire department was.
It just says the bush continued to burn.”

- Use the code to discover each mother’s name.

CODE

'HYA99d “TAHOVY ‘HVYAT ‘H1A9VZITd
AIVIN ‘HYNNVH YVOVH ‘HYIVS ‘AAT ‘HINY TWOVN $msuy

N A Rak: ’7;’\\."',
ESRRA R

THY TIMES .o\




Make a ~(
?\(\OTO F ,ogO%

for someone you love

You will need:
% colored construction paper
% 2 green pipe cleaners ~
% small flower pot (=~ ”%
#% green florist foam ( (@ :
to fit in pot) D)
& scissors
% tape
& glue &I
% a photo of you! ‘\&%

“

How to make it:
% Cut out your face from the

photo. Make it a circle about
1-1/2" round.

% Fold a piece of colored paper
in half and cut out 2 flower
shapes.

% Glue your round photo in
the center of one flower.

% Make a stem by folding a
pipe cleaner in half and
twisting it to make it stronger.
% Glue or tape the “stem” to
the back of the flower that has
your picture.

% Glue the other flower to the
back of the first one. Make sure
the “stem” is in between and
sticks out from the bottom.

% Cut the other pipe cleaner in
half to make leaves and then
attach them to the “stem.”

% Put the green foam in the pot.
#% Plant your flower in the foam.

% Give the flower pot to
someone you love.

Hi Everybody, it's Timothy,

I don’t know about you but | wish all this pollen would
just go away. | mean my nose, and | have a big one,

just keeps running and running. | even ran out of tis-

sues to blow my nose and my mom had to get me a

new box.

| sometimes get allergies but this year is the worst. |
just wish all the pollen stuff would disappear. | was
talking to Pastor Bob about it too. But when | did he
told me that pollen is actually important. He asked if |
liked all the flowers and that the grass was getting
green and the trees were making their leaves. | told
him, “yes, of course”. | ask you who doesn't like see-
ing the spring after such a long winter. It was then
that he told me that because it is spring we have pol-
len all at the same time. He said that there is a lot of
it around because it has been a warm and wet
spring. | told him | didn’t care if it was a lot or a little
but that God should get rid of it all. And it was then
that he let me know that the trees, and grass, and
flowers need the pollen to make new flowers and
plants. He said that if we didn’t have pollen we would
not have flowers. He said pollen is part of God’s
creation.

Well, that made me feel better about pollen, but not
about my runny nose. It did help me remember,
though, that sometimes the way things work in the
world is part of God’s plan. And just like the plan God
has for the world he has a plan for us too. To love
God and want to know God--that is God'’s plan for
you and me.

So get out your extra tissues and join me outside in
God’s wonderful world.

And remember, God loves you and so do I!

Love,

Timothy
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